


feats of valor lose waaiL1y tl~eir cllntrn for us ? . - 
. ,.Whatever the reason, there i s  sor~ic! inevitable dilticvlty, and 

- = *  .: .  ever^^^ !&II)S rtrenlpted to pot Cbillese l~irlory illto attractive . . .' : '.- 
Endish, [~as)~wn.ycrked upon it. . .. .... 9 .. ,==: :;. 0 '  ' " ' " 

, . . . : ?::.%f$ k~dn'~t'*tror'mnalate a little book of die last c e a t ~ y ,  l l le  

Ilsi-Yil Wen-cbien-lu, wliich is the baris of this paper, proved no 
exccp~ion to the rule (I). The grnps i n  tlre narri~tivc, the o~nissioo 
of explanations necessary to an unttcrstanding or the ator! have 
necessitated a frequent appeal to otlicr books and leave this essay 

mugh and disconnected. 
Wit11 these Few words in anticipation of criticism, I will 

attompt to give an account oI Songaria and i ts  conquest by K'ieo 
Lung. 

Wnng Wei, a Chinese poet of the seventh century, says : 

;'lie who travels westward lhrough Ynng Kuan fi~ids no longer 
friends (2)  ". 

This line expresses the ideas of the Chinese for many 

rcnfuries on the dar~gerous and inl~ospitable character of  he vast 

territories to their norill and west. It is difficult far us, in the 
liglll of modern geographical ~~esearct~, familiar wit11 the journey8 
or Russian and English explorers. to form a conveption of the 
views the Chinese had of the dangers or the desert of Gohi. 

'i'llrough Chia Yfi ~ h n ,  the weslernmost gate O F  the Great 

Wnll, pawed rile liigl~way which ~ou11l\vards led into Slrensi and 
tl* Middle Iiingdom. Kortl~wards i t  led to ihc Chinese fortresses 
of Yang Kuan n ~ ~ d  \;[I Me11 Kuan, across the dc~e1.t tl~rougtl 
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;] &* &t dlies Lo b e  pasws d lhe Trurig-Jir~g Mourrhins 
ppd .&(rg.my~Lwious lands of Central, AR~H. To go out of this. paw, 

5- *-#a b e .  fi'ier~l~ and home aid. civilization and to enter' into ' I! - 

R fmd: e l  Air;h 110 tale too exlrggenled could be tdd. He1.e 

i- ' WbeHbte were of fabulous sixe rod ~naaliitld either nlorc or Ie~s, 
&- a m a n .  It ,was tltrougl~ Illis p s s  that o w  re?chc*I .tl~a 
wour!JCuan-lnn mou~ihins, the fayorile arena lor the monsten, : 

hirapidity :~nd d 6 p e r  devotion, if Iooked at in  ,.ibe 
g8 ol  sinteer~ bu~rdred years ago. F;I Hien, a Buddhid ' 

kr of Discipline, Pais that wllcrl Ihe -left ~'un-llwnng 

9' iIb4 where you citn EIDSS, YUU know noc where lo 

~ . - c ) r a " i ~  -tb :only mart and indiwtian being the dry 

i~qop+ 111;lmbing and llrlti~~gwitlr gleirning arms and 



who crossed the desert in the thirteenth century, speaks of the

spirits of the desert. ''When travellers are on the move by

night
"

lie says
u and one of them chances to lag behind or to

fall asleep or the like, when he tries to gain bis company again he

will hear spirits talking, and will suppose them to be his

comrades. Sometimes the spirits will call him by name
;
and thus

shall a traveller ofttimes be led astray so that be never finds bis

party. And in this way many have perished" (1). Gilmour. in his

'Among the Mongols", mentions the wonderful deceptions of

Gohi (2). Stones presented themselves to him as houses and camels

while real tents, herds and people seemed to spring magically

from the wilderness.

Separated by such a barrier from Hi and the countries north

of India, it is not strange that fuller knowledge of the countries to

the west did not prevail among the Chinese of the early centuries

of our era. hut rather more remarkable that they so widely extended

their influence thither.

During the reign of the Emperor Han Wu Ti (140 B. C. ),

we have the first definite mention of these hitherto unknown

lands. The hooks of the Han Dynasty the Han Shu immortalize

the first Chinese who made an extensive excursion through the

Chia Yii Kuan. In the 2nd century B. C. Chang K'ien (3), spoken

of by ancient historians as he who '-pierced the void'', was sent on

a mission to the Yueh Ti or Getae, known to us as the Goths.

Taken prisoner by the Hsiung-nu, he lived many years among

them. Being at length released, he was sept on a mission to Ta

Yuan Kuo, the Fergana of today, then a dependency of Persia.

(\) Yule's Marco Polo, Vol. I p. 207.

C?y Chap. 5.

<:'.< Mayers' Chinese Roarler's Manual. IS



! From here he brougl~t to China tho grape aod the art of making 
I 

wine fiwm  it^ juice. Subsequently b e  wits sen.1 to  Hsi YO-the 
present Turkilan - to negotiate treaties with t l~e  countries there 

- " By B. C. 115" , ( says Mayers in the Chinese Reader's Manual ), 

, tLa  regular intercourse with the thirty-~ix slates of this region 
' 

had become esablished tbrough I l l s  efToorts". To hirn also is 

, ' atlributed the discoverf of thc source of thc Yellow River, previouslv 
" 

believed to be a continuation of the Milky Way. A 

A few yean later General Li Kuang Li ( 1 )  marched at tti 

head of a large army against Ta Yuan ICuo to enforce the paymen 

j ef .a tribute of horses. Notwitl~standing an immense loss o 

life in  the passage of his army across the trackless wastes of Centlr 
I 4sk, his expedition was euccessful. Three years later be effect 

2 rbe conquest of Ta Pnnn and was ennobled by the Ernperor wit1 
the tide of Marquis of the Western Sea. He ended Bis m e e r  by 

I fleeing Irom Chine, to avoid execution Ior conspiracy against the 

Emperor, and joined the Hsiung-nu. 

!. Theintemurae thus estabiished between China and thecountries 

I of :weatern Asia was maintained with ocwsional interruptions - 
tor! rn-any cenrnries. We 6nd the Parthian8 known to them as 

h' An4 , .  From tb 5th Century of our era Persia is referred to in 
Gliinese baoka aa po-~x, from which cou~ttry many emhsaies. 

E %me to China. The rise of Islamism is dmost contemporaneous 
wjth the T'ang dynasty - Cbinn'~ Elizabethan age. Tbe T'rrngshu 
q&@ embassies of the Califs to the Chinese court in the seventh 
yd eighth centuries. The History ol the Sung mentions twenty 
e a b s i e s  from Arabia to China during the 10lh to the 13lil 

renturies (2). All the Mohammedan records of intercourse, however, 

(I) Cllineda Reader'm Manual, Sd. 
r:j Mcd*wvsl Rosenrches. Brets~l~neldcr vol. 1 p. ?GG. 
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Qnuot be' fufly credited, as seveld woAs, with' cl'daeteriayi~ . 

CMn~se inaccuhry, refez to Mohammedanism and itas ibim&cti6n' . 

jnlo Cbinn at dntsu .mh4or lo Mohamnled's baYirig etrbm& on 
his mission i n  Arabia (1). 

During the Mongol d4mstp marib Chinese rtateddn, @clmorM? 
with the court of Chinghiz ICnm (2); made extensive jhufbeYi+h 

th west and some of them have lef t  admfrable accolints bT tllE 
c o u ~ ~ a i e ~  that they riejted. Mmt promimnt among these is tk' 

Sagi cbPing C ~ U I I ,  author of the 8i YO Ki. 
It was reserved for c l ~ e  Manchu Ehperbr K'icn Lung, 

hdwever, to' efleet the permanent conquest OF Tli and &I& 1 
4 $1 tountries df the west and to defjnitely hnner tl~elh to Chi~m 

I n 1  

dominions. '-Outside of Cbia ka Kuan" says ~1;'an Yuan, 

aurhor of the book referred to in  -the inaoducdm to illis ppef', 1 
"far a Uiwsrnd U here  is nothing but sand and gn*al, withut 
water or grass or'smote 'from ~ l i a  sMde of inhb. So it h be&' , : 

from the earliest tirnes " . 
' 

Further on' moss tl~is 'desert, hiwkver,' as we" h a w  from 
other mrees, 'oa b6rb sides sf the rnountqilis knowd in CkWesk' '-: . "'d 

3 . .  

hdoh as 'the ~e1estia.l or  Baow Mountiins, are the two i; 
. ,.;. 

vdlieb of ~as t lgar i i  ott ttG south and Soqafia &I lb. -,'.I: <lr! -. 
~ f i e r l ,  since their pnfidxation by K'ien h a g ,  ttro'hd~@w$ 24 
Ux BoutlDm ~ i m r l ( s . '  taah~brla 'ia also h o C s  d b ? m ~  5 

1 - 2; , . ;;.i ; ;: - Wtle Bokbsla and Ol~hese ~ i r k i ~ Q n .  d :?I 



. pubh, ~ q d  Kuldj!~, or 
m a l i o n  w m s  to. : I; 

' ' h,wp eleekion, Fvlobanliu 

. . . . .  

i :.. - m~~wrisbad, , . i o t w i t b ~ t a ~ i l i ~ ~  eh 
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. &.yqnts loday tbemost~derirah 
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. .-:, q y y  i s  igbrbced with irri 
r . *: nwn tbtw streams. The soil ii fertile,' j d y c i n g  fiie - 

lr - '  
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; *r pf ylpit! millet, peacl~es, appley, melong a p r i ~ a l s .  a id  ' ,  - ' . ,. 8 
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autumn, 11e says, the soil of the forest is covered with it. 
The name songah, by which illis valley HT~S known until 

its occupation by the Cbinese, dates back lo the seventh 
century. It was then occupied by a Turkish tribe, at l l~at time in 
possession of Central Asia, which had divided into twu tribes or 
divisions, known as the Jwng~r, or Eastern 'Divisi'on,' and the 
Boronyar, or Western Division. ( 1 )  When the dominion of this 
latter came to an end the name of the Western Division disappeared 
with it. The name Jun-gar remained, however, and the country 

ilecame known as Bongaria. 
The earliest inhabitants of this country seem to have bee11 a 

people called tbe Szu. Adjoining Ulem on the east, occupying 
pasturcs on China's northwestern border, north of Tibet, was 
another numerous people, knorvn lo the Chinese as the Yueh Ti, 
who have been identified as the Gotha. In the 3M century l3. C. 
they were driven weetward by tile terrible Hsiung-nu (2) - 
sometimes miilakenlg identifled with the Huns - the warlike 
tribes against whom Shih Hwang-ti, the founder of the Ch'in 
dynasty, waged successful wars and to whose incursions China 
owes the erection of the Great Wall. Under this pressure the 
Yueh Ti emigrated to the valley of the Ili, displacing the 8xu 
who, in turn, fell upon ~kntral Asia. Before many years another 
movement of these nomad swarms took place, caused lrlw by the 

Hsiung.nu, md anotber tribe k n h n  to us as the Usun, identified 
by many scholars with the ancestors of the Teutonic Race (3); 
were' driven to the Ili and the shores of h k e  Balka~li. The 

(1) Sclluylerb Turkislan, Vol. I1 p. 166. 
(21 In Yediilwal Hcsearel~enr, vd. Ip. 203, the autllor shlea Illat llle Hsiung-llu 

rnnnot h identified wit11 Ll~e Huns. The Huns only u p p a r  in history aboul A. 0. 
375, wl~ile  in A. D. ? I G  Ulc wwcr orllu Hsiunpnu ma wmfilcletp hrulieu. 

(31 Scl~uyler's Turkis!fll~, Vul 11 p. la. 



Ymb Ti a d  rbs 8su were l~rtr:ipitirtcd, a vwitdht! barbarian 
humbLion, in is redstless f I d  u p  the vallies of the O ~ u n  and 

J i i b a .  To this advancmc of barbarous tribes, taking its origil~ 
in far Eastern Asit, was due the overttlrotr~ of the Bactrian King- 

b u r  foanded iri Central Aaia by the successors of Alexander ( 1 ). 
It is supposed that the cause of these migrations may be found 
in 81iil1 Hwang-ti's eatnprigns qainsr the llsiung-nu a~ld his 
vnr~ueets over them ('I). 

Sooga~ia wits, from the i e  to the 13111 msludes, under the 
control or Turkish (riles. 1)uriog this epoch there existed in 

the valley of the Ili the celebrated city of Almrlit, Ilorne of 
Penian and of Mongol princes, the site as early as the 14tll century 

of a Latin Bishopric and a Xestorian See. Ch'nng Cb'un states 

that 11e stopped at Almalik an O d .  14ul 1.2-21. He snys "We 
&topped at a fruit orthird wast (of the city). The people here 

+I a fruit a-li-m and us the city is fainad for its fruits, the city 

received the above name ". The a-Id-ma is tl~e apple, i n  I'ersiun 

+a. Ch'ang Ch'un also speaks of cloth woven from wyelab4e 
W O O L  cb Tt~is hair " , he says, "resembles the down (enclositlg 

I I 

the seeds) of our willuws. It  is very dean, 5ne and son; and 

t h g  use it for making thread, ropes, clot11 and wadding" (3). This 
* 

was cotton, at i l a  time very di8htly knon-n in China. 
The.Chinese statesman Yeh-lu-Ck'+hi, who accompnied 

Cbinghia Kaan in the 13h century and left r record of his conquests, 
relers to this city under the name of A-li-ma (1), wQt of whiph he 
id ate^ was the river Ili. 

111 the ear[! park of the 13th century songaria fell under the 

-111. Journdy to t l ~ e  Sourcu or tho Oxus, Inlducl ion YXSI. 
(2): ~ ~ u r a a  on Iho Wjenw ulhnguage, Mar Yiillcr Vol. I p .  316 
is). Mudrwal Hasearches, Vol. I p. 50. 
dh Horn ou Chine&? Wvdia~vuI Tru~cllers io Uie Pret. 

* 
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P U T ~ , ~ &  €lie city of ,Urn;llik, mar ribose high moonhi~d, as ~ e i s i w l  :: 
hitbriane,wte, he loved lo pass tlve sun~mer. .., 
. . Lluring i l le  - 1Yb century this city W L ~  dcstroyd 
Ymg& and U h k s .  Its vast. ruins, about 

. . .  m h w e s f  .ol K u l m  are #till pointed ont to twriata. . 

Amain4 under Mongo1 rule until the ipvasion of Tamerlane, wb, 1' ] 
@er hying it waste, f i ~ i ~ d e  it pirt of Ibis dominions. , , After tl$s . - 'i 

. #eat. cdu&n .prevailed it1 tlre 'rule of the country. ,' It was mn ry3 

'.with dissemiane between viirieus, Mmgol pdnm and, dom not 

ngaia come into pMminence until Uv middle uf- thd 15th , m Y r y .  -- 
:We then flnd it bccupied by -three powerful ~ 8 n g o l  tribes, , tbe , : 

; 
Ch'oros, Khoshait and Turgnts. They ' had' ri&o to same ..; 
promideuce while the descenda~~ts of the G 9 i t  Rmu were still on - J 

. the 'throne of China. ~ ( l e r  tbb successful. CYnew. rebellion, i 

lvllich resulted in the expulsion of ahe Mongols in 1366. and the 

~ t i n g  of Hung-wu as-first Ming Empetor, , Cl~iag . Tsung, the,ltl! .:, 
$ last M-01 Emperor, fled to Mwgolia. . , 

: The overthrow of the  ,Mongola in CBioo was absolute and , 1. 
. . , . 

dmplete. . No such wiping out of a reigniv people  car^ 4e foilad . .  

nngvisrs io history. The U Mongol Brnperor di@ ip  his 
.,,h'~-:., : - 

i e t m t  in the very year that the. vidorious ~ u n ~ - w u  -&&I, t+ - , a " .  *- .  3,  

'Ihrone. His successoq dwindled into almdst jsdpot@i kn(~d and. ; , 

- ~ o h ~ i l i a  became thb pre.). of '~antendio~,  , , fict&i. T& LlWB ' , 

tribes of, ~011~ari; l '  above mentioned united t t ~ l ~ ~ s e l v e ~  .&aia& ufl . . .. 
' . I  

opponents under the name of tbe l'Weiiad " -or " Cpnlederates '.' 
- ,  

and goon-ohtafned a - p e p b m t i n g  influence. , , A wparatidn of the , 

CUoroa into LW diviaians mads the alli& lour in &mber & d  Lcy , 

' .  = - I .  , . henr&forw:ad hewm known as the " Ourhen Weirad'.' or. " Four - .fl 

I .  . - 



U%'>'W:bre~@~t dl1 M q w l i i  uder  tbirlnfluonce (1 ). 

- Wa seah rn irave formed 'the nmbilio~~ to mtnblhh 
tbedeweenud;ld% of Chinghiz Kaan on the throne of China, and 
waged an aln~ost constant wafidre. sgiinst the early Ming 
IZsrPgerors. 

In tbe h@nning of the 17"' century, awing to the tyranny 
d the head id tbe union, a dis~cnsion occurred among them, the 
&conbenhd tiihs going te setrle in Siberia. "It is prolahle", 
sajs :$skuyier b 411s Turkistan, "that It was at this time, on 
amin11 gF.ais ~ c e a i o n  from the confehhcy, that they receked 
3 r d  UM Tnntan a d  Kirghh the name d Kdmyks, KKdmaks or 
-Kdhuks, as kbk~tri,  kalmak and kaimnlil in the Eaqt Turliic 
&1&ts ~neah *'reml~ant", "remaining", "rest". (2).  

According to the Hei Yn W5n Cllien Lu, it was at this epoch 

tha t  a small tad of Turguts left Bongaria and went tu settle on 

& Ye& -to & one l~undred and sevet~ty years later to offer 
h&lves a% ~uhpCt~  of K'ien Lung. The return of tllh tribe, 

i h t ~ o & W c m  and powerful, bas h e n  inUn0rhli~ed hy De 
Qlaidixy in his asmy, " The Flight of a Tartar Tribe." This 

p m y  the K i r g h  steppe, through tbc midst of their 
b n o d ~  has hi elmacteriwd by Williams as "ol~eof Lbo most 
remhble instantes of nrmkidic wanderings 'and unexampid 
&&rings in modern times" (3). The Chinese account in the Hsi 
KO Wen Cbie'n Lu detiIilb. the 8ul)ruission of tile Turguts, as 
He author calla their return, aa fallowr.. 

? ' 've Turpts were a small and insignihnt tribe living in 
f)mgaria, or Ili,  and were vasmlals of the' Bong;lres. They were 

Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft $3 
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o p p d ~  ad .  ill-&Wehbt tbt Wm rrf k m .  ikir 
~tatd, and resolved to k to R& Tin ~~~~ 

I 

b.given as seven generatime, ahat  f TO yam, w. tbs~ .dee&ab  
t h i r  famous return, or about IW. With lheir amd poasossiaur 
and sunty herds of rattle they made their way to tlie IZusaiw 

bouvdrry. By order of the- Czar they were well rewived and 

gnnted a lar& tract of l a d  oo both banks of tlte river Val@. 
Hen: they enjoyed peace and soon became r flourishing wrl 
lrgpuloua tribe. After t l~e.Chil~se coaqned of IH ia 1756, h e  

mitered remnanis of three tribes from Ili, the TurMs and ollwra, 

under the leadersliip d :I man. mlled She-bug,. fearial d 
extermination by the Chinese, fled to Rusdil to join the Turgub. 
Here they settled down under the contro1 of Lbe ,khan of the 

Turgute and engagad in pastoml pursuit& 

Fraquent large levies of troops harl bcen made amongst this 
people By the Russian Government in past time; ;rud of the 
sddiers furnished by them eighty or ninety thousand are said to 
have k e n  killed. Now a rumor itrose, which seems t4 have been 
&fled by the newly arrived tribes, that a furtl~er conwrifion 
wan to be wade and that every male d sixteen years d agean@ 

over was to he pressed into du! service. Gmt excitement a d  
uaeasinwa preuailed:mongst t l ~  people. They had already Mt - 

m y  thousands in Russian wars and attributed to their, mlsrs 
designs fer their destmtiori. Finally a ceuncil OF nebla and 

l~eadrnen was called and, at the suggestion of She-hag, it was 

h i d e d  to return to Ili as soon as cold weather had set in and the 
rivers were frozen.. 

r\aordirlgly on the 33d day of the 10111 Mom, 0f the 25ul year 

uf li'ien Lung ( 1771 j! wit11 lheir k h n  ol their bead and the 



1 lugilire bil,er 5s guides, the Turguk 4M),!Wl hulilirs in ~~umhre, 
I 

! accompanied by vast herds of horses and cattle, set out for Ili. 
Before starting they murdered 1000 Russians living amongst 
tlwm and on their way attacked aud de~troyed four forti 
Russian towns. A Russian army was sent against then), 
before it ~ ~ u g h t  them h e y  bad left Russian territory and ente 
the mountains of Ili. Their sulFerings now ~omrne~lced. 
cattle died i n  countless numbers lor want ot water and fora 
The Kirghiz Zrit~s foltowed them keeping up n destructive warfar 
day after day. The mountain tribes hamsred them causing t e r r i ~ a , ,  ' . 
havoc. Finally they came to the country of the ~ u r r ~ t  hfongol 
This fierce tribe welcomed their approach, says the Hsi TI1 We 
Chien Lu, as n dispensation of providence, and formed on Arm 

of thousands of horsemen for the purpose of pillage. The Turgut 
took refuge in almost inaccessible mountains. " Here for 
thousand B", says the Wen Chien Lu, in a graphic descriptior 
"th&re wiis nothing but rugged mountains without water or @an 
It ma the 33rd moon and the. weather was warm. They quenche 

theh tbirst with the blood bf horses and cattle. A great pstilenc 
h k e  out among them, spreading from one to another, from which ' 

308,000 died. Of their cattle not tbree in ten remained. Afler tell 

days h e y  fled like a wounded wolf, but the Buruts awaited then1 
outside the mounhin passes, attacking in front and rear, h large 
bodies and in scaltered padies, pursuing, kiilirq: and robbing 
might and day ". 

Their loss in killed and PP~SOIICMI, carried ofT as slaves, md 

ill unirnllls and properly, taken In11 them in these few days, Pur 
!xceeded the depredalions of all heir other enemies co~nbined. 
Finally they came to tlic vicinity of a Chinese military station i ~ n d  

tbt? Uuruls uilt~drew. 
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. The Cliinese ~)ilitory governor of I l i  now sonr of3cers to 
derny~d the intention pf  their arrival .After a cor~ferenoe of six or 
seven days, they repjiad that they l p d  come to offer themselvee a~ 

I 

subje~ts of i be  Elnpbror of Cbinr. The khan was takes to an 
audience with the military governor, to  wlionl be made splendid 
lifts of ,foreign gyns, ja*, docks, parcclain. gold ' k d  other 
things. Among them was a jade seal, engraved with the seal 
plirmcter, which bad been given to one of his ancestors by the 
Ming En~peror Yung Lo, in  141 1. 
, Awaiti~~g i~npqrirl orders they were lmled in  Ili aad well 
treated. The Ewperor was delighted at their arrival. y e  sent 

!he highest nobfss of his oourttto receive tbem, Tbe khan, Wa-pa- 
bsi, wirh his hwdmen and riobles were summoned to an audience 
gt Jeho, Ore@ honors, decorations nr~d degrees o l  nobility were 
pnferred on them a11 and abundant lo~lds allotted to their people. 

Shunfa?, then with Lord Macrrtney's Mission at feho, 
mentions 8ttendiwga tbeiltrica1, perhrmance giv& by K'ien lung, 
pt which wew present "two Muswlrnen, cbieb of some hordes of 
~alrnou&s, wbo, not long since, on occaon of discontent or 
plisundersbnding with the government oP Russia, migrated in 
$reat numbgrs from the northern cmst of tlie Baapkn 8eq into 
Chine~e Tgrtary, and put themselves under the Ernpemr'~ 
protection. He gave tbem a very fvorabIe reception, aad 
decoraw It~ase two leadm with buyoas of dignity, and peacocksp 
fealhea tp their caps" (1). 

I 

It y ~ l ?  be d%cult to imagine a wore intereeting encounter 
than t b i ~  of the Mohammedan khan of the Turguts, just arrived 

8 . .  

from iWh a remarksue journey, with the embadly of an English 
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& at the wua o( h e   ino oh* Enipemr bf chi& ut Ilia surnmd 

. palpix at feho. 

To wturn to the history of tfle Weirad, nfler illis seceflaion; 
khans of the conlderacy seem' to hare. increased i n  power.' 

ln'tiii 2nd of' h e  17th century, under "the Gddna ", n.ruler of. 

, great al;ilitg, Tashkent and other cities of .centmI Asia were 
indudk in Songman dominions, In purrruit of the nmbitios of 

. .  - 

his ~,r&kssore to create an empire like that of Cbinghiz, this khan" 
waged a' h r  against the Kalka Mongols; who mere under Chine ' ' 

. , p t k x t i i n ,  nd forced h a m  a take &ge in Cl~ ina~e  terrilw 
- During' his absence upon lbiar expeditio~~, his nephew, T~cvafl 
' . hwd, raised a revoli. It was an easy matt6 to bhtein the 

assistance of the Emperor K'ang h i ,  With tlre help of ~jl~inese: 

~ I B ,  Tsevim dqhsed his uncle and seated htmaelf on the thr'one. , 

' %kugh b e  Id;1ncl~or made no attempt to U i e  posressionof 
the'-cgurrtry, t &  dmmlhll d lhe Weind glkuis nos tore~haddwed " 
,$y-$f& ~ic'b~~i'&!:i~ K'a& Hsi. Tevnn, bowcec, iuled yiri 

' oiyi:&6 and greatly exlerided his conquepts 'toward ihe best. Many 
* ; .  

I d e a t  M O ~ ~ ~ I  p r i n d  &ere b ~ h g h t  'into subjection t6 him ' .  . I .  a ,  

rad.bd tesiea trihub ilam gtibi  iiti& of bitern %urkista" s well 
d .  '&dahand, ~ukhalur md eve; kalk", ( 1 ) in north& 

' ,A@&&ist&, A futl nccuunt bf his conquests, if if could be 
.. , 
pl'ocared, wmld *he Pull ' of intempt. An 'empire, hbwevbf' 

' 1  

6mphxrp and ;nr.~r'rtnh it was, which extended lrem the h~tHern,  

hhdsiies ;df china on tlie east to Balkti, " Hle mother of 

'&" (41, on the vesl, a i d  wYcL inchlied ibe iallies of thb I ' -  

t - *I?S '*d Jhrartes and the fablelahd of 13amit - lhe roof of Ash' 
. the cradle of the Aryan race - ib.a prod of the power to' 

, . . .. 



wllicl~ Songarin had ulthined under Mongol rule. 
Tsevan Rahdan appears in the Chinese accound as Che-wang 

~ - l n - ~ u - t a n ~ .  Upon his death Ile was succeeded by his son, who 

reigned eighteen !ears, and died in 17-45, leaving three tlons and 
a daughter. The suecession nt once became the subject d fierce 
dispute among rtlem. The second son was chosen lilmn by tbe 
people. His first act was to put Ms younger brother to death and 
to attelnpt to submit the elder to r similar fgtc. In this I I ~  was 

unsu~cersful and, on the contrary, the elder brother succeeded in 

haring liim itssassimted and usumed the title of khan himself. 

A rebelliou, headed by hie sister's husband, at once arose but vr7ae 
suppressed with great bloodshed. His s iwr and her l~usband 
were made prisoners and promptly executed. 

, This khan - whose name in Chinese was La-im-ta-la-cha 
- was now securely seated in power. The bloody acts which had 

marked his succession, though common to every change of rulelw 
in Central Asia, were of such an e x t r i ~ ) d n ~ r y  cruelty as toarouse 
a deep feeling ot discontent among his people. 

Among the subjects of the kban were two ambitions 
drieftains, Tawaehi and Amursnna, each hdving several t h o p n d  
followers. They resolved to profit by the spirit of revolt 
manifested to attempt to set up an independent khanate. ' " The . 

brnily of Tawaehi" says h e  Chinese historian, "was held in the 
highest consideration but he himself was without ability, wbile 
Amursana w u  of obscure origin but excelled all tlm other 
Mohammedan chiefs in crdtii>eas and treachery". Amursana's 
ambition had the additional incentive ofa hereditary batred against 
the ancestors of the khn, by whom his grandwher, a Tibetan, 
had been treacherously mnrdered during n Songarinn expedition 
against Tilrt. 



1- 3na-txU1e lletween IIE Perces of 'the khan and the nnny or 

1. ckieflains the rehels were completely delented. The two 

I &iclr(oot refuge in biding lo the Kirghiz steppe but tllr khni, 

i resolved upon their exlarmination, sent an army of GO.OOO men 
F lrr~rchihg wcstward night and day to search for t11e.m in a11 the 

Iiirgldr villag@s. Tamchi, learning of the expedition was 
cample~ely prostmted. IIe is said to have given llim~elf up to tears 

md lanienhtions, regarding speedy deal11 as certain. Amursnnz 
with tba boldness and resource wl~icb marked all his actionr 
fowned his plans at once. Picking from his follow~.rs fiftee 
hundred of the bruvest md bwt mounted men, he left ttie liirgh 
cowry and made his nay southwards through precipitous an 

almost unknown passes. Tt~e country through wbich he travelled 
was an uninhabited desert. IIis men carried dried meat for food 
d their horses found suf'fkient gmxing on the rugged rnountiin 
Isidea. To better avoid detection they encamped by day i- 
m1W canons and pushed on at niglht. Arrived in Ili totally 

, unerpscted, IN? hastened with his followers in search of the IZhan 

t @ slew him before bio presence was suspected. 

i -Among& tkw tribes the loss of the leader w s  the loss of the 

I m 8 t .  A n w ~ n r  had 1itLlc difieulty in recalling the forces sent 

I agiiinst biroae1f and Tamehi. Remembering his o m  base. origin, 
he made his Mend khan of Songarir and retired to his l~ome near 
the T'ien Shai~:+., 

r Taw~chi's weakness of character made liim dependent on 
Amursana in ruling Songarin. He lrequenlly summoned him to 

am Imm Ids distmt home and each summons was the omsion 

~f an -angry interview between them. Amursana cunslantly: 

, qtbrdhd' Tawacbi for his weakness and his wailt of a b i l i t ~  At 
h L  bitter enmity rose b e t ~ v ~ e n  then1 and  be Khan rosolv~d to rid 



krnaell of r 1ruubledotue.if useful adviser. Alleging"tl~i euduil~g ' 
Character of Amurhzna as a pretcxt for Iris destruction, a fdrm was. : 
rpiaed and- sent itgainst him. Resistunce w& useless, so Ari~yrsm~, . . 

grasping at the only bope of safely, gathered llis foIlowers tpgether 

md, wi l l~otr t  a sliow of resistnnee, fled to t4e city of K'yd Ilua 

Cll'eng where Ile aflered biyreIr asa vassal Co Ihe Emperor ii'ien- 

Lung. 
Tl~is bras in the 19111 year of K'ienLunp, l i55oFou~wleodor.  

a d  marks the downfi~ll of Songria. 
. Arnursana was rtlised hy K1ienT,ung to the rank of prince 

uld o large army of Chinese, Manchu nud hlongol troops, 
commdnded by oficers of exalted rank, was setlt tot his assis:ulrm 
L'I t  was m imposing force", says the Chinese nrcount, "their 
bknners covered the land. The Mohammedans of the villag8s on 

their way, with the lamas and ofncfals at-thcir head, advanced to 
d e r  pubmission, knorhing their beads on the grand. Such was 

their haate they only seemed to fear to arrive loo late1'. 
, Abandoned by bia people the khan, Taupachi, olfared no 

rcsisbnce, Wiih llis own immediate family, be Oed to the 
mountains. IIere, thinking ta find a sale reCuge with it twi  who 

cfrved him many f~vors, he was seized by his frii11d and 

treaclleroudy delivered over ro the impr ia l  troop. 

. The co~nplete ~u1,jogiition 04 dongaria raliowed. f t  was 

formed into a Chinese dependwcy with a Tartar-general, a 

~nilitnry governor, government ngenta and all h e  fl'oers of the 
Cl line% ~olonial organization. 

TIE Chinese, howevcr, were doomed to Imve froubte with 

their former ally. Tile ambition of .hhumn;c was fw fiwn 

mtislied wih  the subordiniite position allotted to'bim. Ip lediog  

 he I.:~nl~ewr's forces irrw f l i  41e.had hoped for nothing less Lban 
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" '31ib~!qbh&i&o~* 36 Btnri-d Ud .brmwfi qE-llifi.a~rri-ws, , . , -:,kindjug .... . , .  

,#at ki  liar^ b&l~!minfb~~r'poritjoq,-l~p. qt d m $  
!%IKIJ~':'; Qbkoon8r had h. main b d y  of C t u n e ~ : . f ~ ~  . , 

-8;ljt&edJhdk toiahina-tkan It& rose'innrmg,.indqring Ibe: M9q.d 
r .R. 

.trikb id jdri him;' ..The . Chinese ,off~i;lb. were slain eyxl before 
21dir' suspic iks were  arouse& The success of. his revolt was 

b f ,  v .  Jspedd a&? were sent ajpinqt him-lq &era1 
'I. . . I .  .' 

roadg md cornplctely dereated he fled into ~ussia.  Hc died ,of 
. m 

tsmaH-por at TaboLsk, in 1757. It is a curious eommentiry o 
. - -  

:the reTative pbwer OF Clritu dnd Ru~sia at that lime thaty the 

Rupiana, thcn ongagad in Turkish war4 conveyed. the dead ib'd'; 
. _ _  I . . .  

,,'d ATnamm to ~ i i k h t a  and gave it up to the C 
. ,  

.: 8ecenMt &I peace (1)- 
, . . -  . 

. - ,  The effccb of this rebellion we? diqastroas 
. . .. . . 

"The Sungrians, t.esthss under foreign rule, ,wfien~ejly artekPtd . , 
.I,- - ' 

: Lb'tbmw off the-Chinese yoke. - A t  last, iy Chon . . Yuan tersely 
7irpesses It, # '  the Brnperofa anger was W O U S E ~ .  He commindec! 

, ''tbflse Tartar-gneralq each kih several myriad8 of ' troop$, 'to 
I 4 . . . 

' . - L B & ~ .  . .  u$n the ~ i m m e d m a  .lq aepamte mads. . Tbsf p 
! oak ihrt o WOII m: the sword. - Thw? who.eswpd fled tq th 
 mountah ah &it &re dunted out.by  he ofEcera a d  troopti aqtall 
%t&t were round *were put to  de*. t TIK! . few ylw r&~mained 
: betdme submissive suijects ".'. 

, . 
The frnmcnge numb ofslain ia tl~is massacre is confirmet1 

: . . ' by other authorities;. Schuyler, wtm obtaioed his flgures fr.m 
. 1- &+fie Russian source,Baya thilt, the masacre was, indiscriminate 

, - 
.' that while heforb the conrpest them were in, ~ u n ~ r h  24 ' ,  . . - a  

. 3 1 ' . ~ e s  with'z poguhtioq ot400.000 smlq, at the e ~ d  of 1756 not 



dw Jungarian remnin~d, those who k d  xot bee11 killer1 llavilig 1 
sought re- among the Kirgbiz or the Ruasioos " (1).  The 

1 

Chinese historian's only. commenl on lhia iuddont ia  - t h t  

Amurwnr's hd character broughr these evils on his people. 

d'Bongaria had now become" be siiys, "entirely suldect to China. 
O h r s  and troope were stationed in vwio~!~ pkiws, military 
colonies founded and n lieut-Tartar-generd stalib~red in Ili to keep 
peace on the-borders ". 

In short the thorough remodeling of Songaria on a Cbillese 

hais wag undertaken, evincing K'ien Lungri intention of retain@ 
the new territory which tie llad acquired force of arms. 

A. rebellion arising in the territory eouttr of the ?";en Slian 

led to his conquest of ICashgar and all Eastern Turkistm. The 
history of this uprising by the Moha~nmedans of YarLand under 
b b  lk.adersl~ip of two brothers, the two lIojeks Pu-la-tan and 
Huo-chi-clmn, is of a very interesting clracecter. They managed 
Po invoke in their ptons the eilies of Ku-ehe, Khoten, Kasbgar 
an& Yarkand and nearly all the Motaminedan population of 
Turkistan. A11 tbe 8outhern Circuit readily fell under their sway 

and several Chinese expeditions sent against them were met and 
destroyed, The city of Kuche, OR the southern dope of the 
T'ien Shan, became the headquarterg d the rebels. X large 
Cl~iaese army was sent against them here. The rehls despatched 
e furce to inter.eept the Chinese troope in the rnoun~ia  road^ 
Ieadingto the thy. It I T ~ S  enrireiy defeated lmwever by tbe 

imperial forces in a battle which lasted all daj, and six thousand 
rebels were slain. 

Diehearteneil, the whole rebel army retreated within llle dtg, 
- - 

(I) .  Vol. I1 p. 168. . . I 
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hi@ was strongly fortifled with earlllworks that cannon could 
not penetrate, Here they underwent a siege of many weeh.. The 
story of this siege i~ told in great detail in the W e n  Cbien Llr. 

Open attack being ureless and the iortiflcations impregnable, 
uqder-ground mines were resorted lo. These were discovered by 

(fie besieged and, hy m a n e  of counter-mines, were flooded, wilb 

great loss to the besiegers. Finally, provisions being exhausted, the 
defenders made their escape at night wilb a long train of camels 

and @d lo ALu. The flight was suegected by tbe Mongol allies of 
tlre Chinese who heard the cries of the carneb being loaded for the 
jaurneg. Tbeg mported at once to tbe general, who was ddnking 
and playing, chess in  his tent, He refused to believe them and 
would not authorize a pursuit. This conduct was reported to tba 
Emperor and by imperial rommnd he wlle taken a prisoner lo 

Peking and executed. 
The rebels were refused admipsion at Aksu. A similar 

cxpqience met them at Wushih so they continued their flight to 
Tarkind, Hera Huo-chi-chnn raised anorher large army and kept 
the pursuing forces at bay for several months. At one time he cut 
the Chinese army into lrvo part8 and kept them so surrounded with 
hia eavalry that, though only a few miles apart, each division was 

ignorant efthe fate of the other for more than thirty days, Finally, 
however, they effected a junction and he was driven into the city. 

The Tartar-geneml lefl him besieged within the city and 
&vokd himself to the subjection of the cities and villages of the 
~urmnding country, a task which was easily effected. When 
Huo.chi-chan hard  that his gaat stronghold, the city of Kasbpr ,  
had ~apitulated he gave up all Rope of resistance and fled with 
d y  r b w  tho~~sand men lo Khoten. Pursued thither be engaged 
in a last denperale ha!tle for the defenre of the city. It was a one- 





The Chinese understand thorouglily their character, and the 
Chineso policy of violence has found an imihtor in no less 
distinguislled a military authority Ihun the Russian General 
Skotlelefl, Iu his campaigns ngdnst thc Tnrkmans, Genl. Bkobeleff 
did not heaihte to advocate the advantage for future peace of a 

' gmat victory followed by relentless sbughter. 
On tho subsequent Iristory of Songaria lhis paper will not 

color. Its eonquost by Yakub K t m ,  its temporary falling into 
Russian hands and its reconquest by China arc pages of modern 
I~fstory. Nor  fill its future be hero discussed. Rccent evenrs 

in Central Asia lead us, bowcver, to belicve that the history or 
Songaria is not finished. Tlle tlloughtful words of Col. Yulc, 
written twmty five yearfi ago, seem written for to day. "The 
futum is with God. Ot the clouds that arc gathering around Ihe 

. ' World's horizon China has its share. The empire which has a 
- history coeval with thc oldest of Cbaldaca seems to be breaking 

up& It has often broken up before aod becn rcconsolidated; i t  
h e  sflcn been conquered, and has citl~er thrown off the yoke or 

' *bed its conquerors. nut they derived what civilization they 
posses~cd from ~ t ~ e  hnd which thoy invaded. The intcrnd 
mmbusbions wt&h are now heaving the soit come in contact with 
ncw and alien elements of Western origin. Who can guess &at 

- -  shall eome of that chemistry 9" (1) 
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